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e are very proud to announce the appointment of our convenor, Ms. Victoria
Tauli-Corpuz, as the new United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples. Congratulations, Vicky!

This year is marked with a lot of international processes related to development,
human rights and biodiversity that are relevant to indigenous women and indigenous
peoples. Among these major processes are those related to the Sustainable Development
Goals, that will replace the Millennium Development Goals in 2015, and the Post-2015
Development Agenda. This offers a good opportunity to make indigenous peoples,
including indigenous women, visible in the development agenda by putting forward our
vision and priorities on sustainable, self-determined development.

Equally important are the United Nations High Level Plenary Meeting of the General
Assembly to be known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples in September
22-23, 2014, and Beijing +20 in 2015. We must lobby our governments to support our
priorities as identified in the Alta Outcome Document for the WCIP. We should also
ensure that we actively engage in Beijing +20 to be able to surface the situation and rec-
ommendations of indigenous women in Asia, 20 years after governments committed to
implement the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action to promote gender equality,
development and peace.

This year is also a review year on the implementation of 179 state members who
signed the Programme of Action that emerged from the International Conference on
Population and Development in Cairo. Results of the review will inform the Sustainable
Development Goals/Post-2105 Development Agenda discussions.

There are also meetings of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Engagement of indigenous
peoples, including indigenous women, in the climate talks are very crucial specially as
states now lay the groundwork for a new agreement in 2015. There is a need to ensure
that gains that we have achieved are carried over to the next agreement.

Aside from these are the reporting processes under the different UN Treaty Bodies
where Mongolia, Lao PDR, Nepal, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Thailand
and Vietnam are expected to report. This provides opportunities for us to engage govern-
ments in addressing our human rights situation.

In this issue of our magazine, we also highlight stories of indigenous women that
are making a difference in their communities. These are stories of the Garo women of
Bangladesh and the women in a village in Benguet, northern Philippines.

These stories inspire us to continue our work to empower ourselves and our peoples,
and strengthen further our communities. These are our contributions to a society that
fully respects and fulfills our rights as indigenous women and as indigenous peoples.
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Stakes of
Indigenous Peoples
at the

United Nations

AN Update

by Maribeth Bugtong-Biano

he United Nations is no doubt
Tone of the arenas where indig-
enous peoples can engage
with policymakers. If, by default,
they would fail to engage with these
policymakers, indigenous peoples
~ would find themselves surprised by
global policies, which could turn out
to be unfriendly. Worse, these poli-
cies could also threaten their well-
- being and undermine their dignity
and rights.

Of course, indigenous peoples
themselves must assert their right
to participate in these arenas at
the UN. It was a good thing that,
through their assertions themselves,
indigenous peoples could participate
in various processes and meetings at
the UN where they could ventilate
their issues and concerns.




But compromises are part of the game
at the UN. Indigenous peoples thus cannot
expect to win the battle all the time. Still,
indigenous peoples can celebrate victories as
a result of their long years of engagement.

The United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples or UNDRIP was
a good example. While it took indigenous
activists more than 20 years of engagement
before the UNDRIP was finally adopted by
the UN General Assembly in September 2007,
those long years, which were a quarter of
a lifetime, were not wasted. Failing to have
not engaged at all would have been a greater
tragedy.

And armed with their rich traditional
knowledge and values, indigenous peoples
have an important message for the world.
As always articulated by AIWN Convenor
Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, one of the biggest
challenge of the 21st century and beyond is
whether or not we continue with the current
dominant mode of consumerist-driven and
highly extractive development, which is
badly hurting the planet and all life forms.

The newly-appointed UN Special Rap-
porteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
would particularly cite that with their
traditional knowledge and wisdom, indig-
enous peoples, for example, have preserved
and protected their forests, thus showing
the world how they have helped shield the
planet from climatic changes.

Indigenous peoples, therefore, have more
than a thousand reasons to engage in the
various processes and mechanisms at the
UN. Whether helping respond to the chal-
lenge of climate change, asserting women’s
participation in policy making, helping end
poverty or helping reshape and redefine a
kind of development for our children, indig-
enous peoples could prove that they have
something to contribute to the world.

nited Nations
Framework Convention

on dmate Change
(UNFCCO)

ike other bodies at the UN, the UN

Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) is one of the avenues
where indigenous peoples are able to
effectively participate. Their participation is
granted by international agreements such as
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples or UNDRIP.

In the climate change talks, indigenous
peoples have been asserting that their
“full and effective participation” would be
meaningless unless they could directly access
funds, technology and resources to

help them adapt to climate change impacts.
During the November 2013 19th Confer-
ence of Parties in Warsaw, Poland, there
were seven agreed decisions relating to
REDD Plus—the “Warsaw Framework for

REDD Plus.” REDD Plus refers to reducing
emissions from deforestation and forest
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degradation and their role of conservation,
sustainable management of forests and
enhancement of forest carbon stocks.

One decision was a work program on
“results-based” REDD Plus finance in which
the Conference of Parties reaffirmed and rec-
ognized the need to provide “adequate and
predictable” financial and technology sup-
port to developing countries that aim to slow,
halt and reverse forest cover and carbon loss.

Another decision was establishing an
information hub to contain data on the
results of REDD Plus activities and cor-
responding results-based payments. It will
also house information on the assessed
forest reference emission levels and/or forest
reference levels expressed in tons of carbon
dioxide equivalent per year and a summary
of information on how all the safeguards are
being addressed and respected.

Giving incentives to non-carbon benefits
(NCBs) or the multiple functions of forests
for the long term sustainability of REDD Plus
was another important decision. Still another
significant decision was establishing “modali-
ties” for measuring, reporting and verifying
anthropogenic forest-related emissions
by sources and removals by sinks, for-
est carbon stocks, and forest area
changes resulting from REDD
Plus implementation.'

These decisions are
expected to enhance miti-
gation initiatives at the
same time protect the
indigenous peoples and
their environment.

In relation to non-
carbon benefits, indig-
enous peoples are bringing
forward their positions to
the UNFCCC to ensure that
multiple functions or co-benefits

resulting from the implementation of REDD
Plus activities will further ensure their rights
and benefit them.

For instance, Tebtebba and the Global
Indigenous Peoples Partnership on Forest,
Climate Change and Sustainable Develop-
ment in their submission? reiterated that
non-carbon benefits “should further enhance
and support social, economic, cultural, spiri-
tual, environmental and governance benefits
including respect, protect and fulfilment of
indigenous peoples rights, embedded in the
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP).”

Said submission also categorized non-
carbon benefits as follows: 1) Improved socio-
economic benefits and alleviation of poverty
should come about as results of REDD
Plus activities; 2) Increased environmental
benefits which include the range of actions
consistent with “incentivizing” or giving
incentives to indigenous peoples’ efforts in
conserving and protecting natural forests and

' Maurice B. Malanes, Indigenous leaders count gains from UN climate change meet, http://www.indigenousclimate.org/
index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=207%3Aindigenous-leaders-count-gains-from-un-climate-change-

meet&catid=3%3Anews&lang=en.

? Available at http://www.tebtebba.org/index.php/content/293-submission-on-non-carbon-benefits.
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biodiversity; and 3) Improved governance
benefits which includes several elements.

onvention on

Biclogical Diversity (CBD)

uring the negotiations on Access and

Benefit Sharing (ABS) in Nagoya, Japan
last October 2010, the ABS Protocol, known
as the Nagoya Protocol,’ was adopted which
recognizes the traditional knowledge of
indigenous peoples and local communities
(Article 8j). The Nagoya Protocol has also
noted and affirmed the rights of indigenous
peoples in its Preambular paragraphs 25 and
26, respectively.

Article 8j states:

“Each contracting Party shall, as far as
possible and as appropriate:

Subject to national legislation, respect,
preserve and maintain knowledge, innova-
tions and practices of indigenous and local
communities embodying traditional lifestyles
relevant for the conservation and sustainable
use of biological diversity and promote their
wider application with the approval and
involvement of the holders of such knowl-
edge, innovations and practices and
encourage the equitable sharing of
the benefits arising from the utiliza-
tion of such knowledge innovations
and practices.”

What were the gains of indige-
nous peoples in the Nagoya Protocol?
First, consent of indigenous peoples
must be obtained when rights to
genetic resources are recognized. Sec-
ond, consent must be obtained when
traditional knowledge is accessed or
when traditional knowledge led to
the discovery of genetic resources.

Third, customary laws of indig-
enous peoples are being recognized.

® For more details, visit http://www.cbd.int/abs/.

Fourth, indigenous peoples can be included
in the compliance mechanisms. Hence, indig-
enous peoples and local communities includ-
ing their relevant competent local authorities
may grant access to traditional knowledge
including their genetic resources.

With the Protocol, there is now room
for indigenous peoples to assert their rights
and there is an opportunity to require
governments to recognize and respect rights
of indigenous peoples to their traditional
knowledge and genetic resources. The Pro-
tocol requires that indigenous peoples must
benefit from the use of genetic resources
by pharmaceutical companies or the rich
countries.

Indigenous representatives are also
consolidating their efforts in making Article
10(c) of the Convention on Biological Diver-
sity benefit them. They wanted Article 10(c)
to become a new major component of the
revised work program on Article 8(j). Article
10(c) states that, each contracting Party
shall, as far as possible and as appropriate:

“Protect and encourage customary use of
biological resources in accordance with tradi-
tional cultural practices that are compatible
with conservation or sustainable use require-
ments...”

aiwn magagine | 2014 7



he Sustanable
Development Godls and

the Post-2015
Development Agenda

he United Nations Conference on Sus-

tainable Development known as Rio+
20 held in Brazil in 2012 resulted to a clear
agreement by the Member States to pursue
what are called Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). The SDGs will build upon
the Millennium Development Goals, a set
of eight goals launched in 2000, foremost of
which was to “eradicate extreme poverty” by
2015.

A post-2015 sustainable development
agenda resulting from ongoing intergov-
ernmental deliberations is expected to be
adopted by UN Member States at a Summit
on September 2015.

The process of coming up with the SDGs
is an “inclusive and transparent intergov-
ernmental process” open to all stakeholders,
with a view to developing global sustainable
development goals to be agreed by the Gen-
eral Assembly. The proposals on the SDGs
are within the functions of a 30-member
Open Working Group (OWG) of the UN
General Assembly. For more information
and updates on the SDGs, please visit http://
sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.html.

The indigenous peoples as part of the
Major Groups (known as IP-MG) are actively
engaging and giving inputs in the processes
of building up the SDGs. The Major Groups
are the nine sectors of society serving as “the
main channels through which citizens could
organize and participate in international
efforts to achieve sustainable development
through the United Nations.”

Rio+ 20’s The Future We Want declara-
tion stressed the participation of indigenous
peoples in sustainable development. At
the same time, the UNCSD recognized the
importance of the UNDRIP in the context of
global, regional, national and sub-national
implementation of sustainable development
strategies.

The organizing partners of the indigenous
peoples as a Major Group include Tebtebba
(Indigenous Peoples’ International Centre
for Policy Research and Education) in the
Philippines, Indigenous Information Network
(IIN) based in Kenya and the International
Indian Treaty Council (IITC) in the US. For
more information on the ongoing engage-
ments and inputs of the IP-MG, please visit
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.
php?menu=165.

As of this writing, the IP-MG has put
forward its position paper on the vision and
priorities for the SDGs. One thing indigenous
representatives are pushing to be integrated




as a cross-cutting and fundamental dimen-
sion of sustainable development is culture.
This dimension is very significant protecting
and respecting cultural heritage, traditional
knowledge systems and practices of indig-
enous peoples.

Indigenous peoples have been calling for
a human rights-based approach to the SDGs.
At the same time, they note “that cultural
diversity, including diverse knowledge sys-
tems, and biological diversity underpin the
adaptive capacities and resilience of societies
and the natural world as complex inter-
related systems.”

Furthermore, they reiterated that for the
SDGs to be truly universal, the States “must
be attentive to overcoming systemic barriers
to respecting Indigenous Peoples’ rights to
lands, territories and resources and self-
determination and must affirm their central
contribution to addressing 21st century prob-
lems of social exclusion and poverty, loss of
biological and cultural diversity, and climate
change.”

he World Conference

on Indigenous Peoples
WdapP)

n March 2011, the UN General Assem-

bly decided (A/RES/65/198) to hold a
high level plenary meeting to be known as
the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
(WCIP), which will be held on 22 and 23
September 2014 in New York, USA. Member
States and representatives of indigenous
peoples are invited in an open-ended con-
sultation “in order to share perspectives and
best practices on the realization of the rights
of indigenous peoples, (and) to pursue the
objectives of the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”

The Conference is expected to come up

with a concise, action oriented outcome
document, which “should (help realize) the

The Conference is expected
fo come up with a concise,
action oriented outcome
document which “should
contribute to the realization

O

Q of the rights of indigenous

peoples, pursue the objec-
tives of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights

of Indigenous Peoples and

promote the achievement of
all internationally agreed @

development goals.”

rights of indigenous peoples, pursue the
objectives of the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and pro-
mote the achievement of all internationally
agreed development goals.”

Indigenous women, young people, older
persons and persons with disabilities are
encouraged to participate in the WCIP. In
this connection, the Commission on the
Status of Women in its 56th session (2012)
resolution (Resolution 65/4) encourages the
States to support the participation of indig-
enous women in the Conference.

To prepare for the WCIP, indigenous
peoples thus have been meeting and con-
sulting each other as regional and national
bodies. And in accordance with a UN resolu-
tion, the indigenous peoples held the Global
Indigenous Preparatory Conference in Alta,
Norway last June 2013 and other regional
preparatory meetings.

To facilitate the works towards WCIP,
an Indigenous Global Coordinating Group
(GCG) was formed. The coordinating group
is tasked to lobby for the full and effective
participation of indigenous peoples in the

alwn magapine | 2014 9



UNITED NATIONS

WORLD

CONFERENCE ON
INDIGENOUS

PEOPLES

A HIGH-LEVEL PLENARY
MEETING OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

preparatory processes towards, during and
after the World Conference. It shall also raise
funds, disseminate information, and plan
preparations within their respective region or
caucus.

On March 5, 2014, the President of the
68th session of the UN General Assembly
decided the following: 1) appointing of two
Member States (Costa Rica and Slovenia) to
assist him with the required consultations
with Member States; and 2) requesting the
UNPFIL, in consultation with Indigenous Peo-
ples groups, to provide names of indigenous
representatives to assist him with the consul-
tations. Previously, the President appointed
H.E. Crispin Gregoire of the Commonwealth
of Dominica as the focal point on the World
Conference in his Office.

Recently, the Global Coordinating Group
of Indigenous Peoples sub-
mitted two nominations of
indigenous representatives
to serve as the indigenous
advisers to the PGA. They
are Ms. Myrna Cunningham
Kain of Nicaragua and Mr. Les Malezer of
Australia.

L A 2 2 A B B & 4 4 4 4 A 2 2 2 2 4 2 B

To effectively participate in the processes leading
NCIP. indi
__from and link through http:/lundesadspd. |

org/indigenousPeoples/WorldConference.

facebook.com/WCIP2014.

e v—
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CPD Beyond 2014
Review/Cairo +20

Conference

he International Conference on Popula-

tion and Development (ICPD)* was orga-
nized in Cairo, Egypt in 1994 to address the
challenges posed by the burgeoning world
population and the call to effect sustainable
development in every region of the world.
The Conference resulted to a forward-looking
20-year Programme of Action or simply the
Cairo Consensus focusing on population,
sustained economic growth and sustain-
able development as well as emphasis on
women’s health, education and status.

Adopted by 179 countries, the Cairo Con-
sensus recognized that reproductive health
and rights and women’s empowerment and
gender equality are foundations of popula-
tion and development programs. By 2014,
the Cairo Programme of Action would have
been implemented and expected results are
achieved.

For indigenous peoples, the Cairo Con-
sensus highlighted conditions besetting them
and provided several calls of actions specifi-

¢ Official report of the Conference containing the Programme
of Action is available at http://www.unfpa.org/webdav/site/
global/shared/documents/publications/2004/icpd_eng.pdf.



cally outlined for them. A specific principle
on indigenous peoples is included in the
consideration of the numerous actions in the
Programme of Action, to wit:

“In considering the population and devel-
opment needs of indigenous people, States
should recognize and support their identity,
culture and interests, and enable them to
participate fully in the economic, political
and social life of the country, particularly
where their health, education and well-being
are affected” (Principle 14).

To identify progress and achievements of
the goals set in 1994, a review’ is set through-
out 2014 which the world leaders from the
governments and civil society can engage
to create a new consensus building on the
evidence of achievements and challenges in
achieving the goals of the ICPD. The review
will culminate with the UN General Assem-
bly Special Session on ICPD Beyond 2014
comes September 2014.

LA R B N N N N B 8 R B &L B & B B X B B N B N

Get more updates and participate in the review
processes by visiting http:/licpdbeyond2014.org/

V

SW 59/Beijing +20

Conference

ne of the world conferences on women

where the indigenous women actively
participated and strongly voiced their posi-
tions was the Fourth World Conference on
Women® in Beijing, China on 4 to 15 Septem-
ber 1995. To highlight their distinct concerns
and calls, they put up the Indigenous Women
Tent.

The conference resulted to the Beijing

Declaration and Platform for Action which
“aims at accelerating the implementation

> Review timeline can be seen at http://icpdbeyond2014.org/
key-events/view/15-icpd-beyond-2014-review-timeline.

6 For more details, visit http://www.un.org/womenwatch/
daw/beijing/fwcwn.html.

of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women and at
removing all the obstacles to women’s active
participation in all spheres of public and
private life through a full and equal share

in economic, social, cultural and political
decision-making.”

Though the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action was widely accepted
and supported by governments and the civil
society, the indigenous women were critical
of it coming up with the Beijing Declaration
of Indigenous Women,
which analyzes their
situation as indig-
enous women at the
same time points out
the gaps in the said
Conference document.
It also contains their
standing calls for
indigenous peoples and
for indigenous women
in particular.

To determine the
progress achieved in
the implementation of
the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action after 20 years since its adoption
in 1995, the Commission on the Status of
Women will review what has been achieved
thus far in its fifty-ninth session. There will
be national, regional and global reviews
before the 59th session at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York from 9 to 20
March 2015.

For indigenous women, the review pro-
cesses are best opportunities to participate
and feed significant and relevant data, at the
same time, forward recommendations for the
Post-2015 Development Agenda.

L A A A A A R A A A 4 & & A A A A A B B B B 3

en/cswicswod-2010

For-NGO-participation;-visit-http://comms-authoring:
orafenfcswinao-barticioati
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Looking Forward to the WCIP ...

lobal Indigenous

Preparatory Conference

Over 600 indigenous peoples, advisors,
observers and representatives of media
outfits attended the global preparatory
conference of the indigenous peoples in Alta,
Norway on 10 to 12 last June 2013. The indig-
enous peoples who converged came from
the seven regions of the world—Asia, Africa,
North America, Central and South America
and the Caribbean, Eastern Europe, Russian
Federation, Central Asia and Transcaucasia,
the Arctic, and the Pacific.

Organized by the Sami Parliament, the
preparatory conference aimed to strengthen
mutual cooperation of indigenous peoples
and to identify and coordinate important
efforts and initiatives around problems and
issues affecting them such as those that
safeguard their human rights.

By consensus, the Alta Outcome Docu-
ment was adopted by the
delegates. The document
identifies overarching
themes and forwards
recommendations for the
WCIP. As a rallying docu-

ment, indigenous peoples are lobbying for

it to be included in the interactive hearing,
in the high level plenary meeting and the
expected concise, action-oriented outcome
document. In fact, the Alta Outcome Docu-
ment is now considered an official document
of the UN (A/67/994) after nine Member
States signed the letter requesting the
Secretary-General to make it document an
official document.

http:fiwww.wcip2014.org/

themes.

orld Conference of

Indigenous Women

eld in the City of

Lima, Peru from
28 to 30th of October
2013, the conference
was a strategic space for
the indigenous women
coming from Africa,
the Arctic, Asia, Latin
America, North America,
the Pacific, and Russia.

In view of the Beijing
+20 Conference on 2015,
Cairo +20 Conference,
the World Conference
on Indigenous Peoples on
2014, and the Post-2015
Development Agenda, the
more than 200 indigenous
women agreed on a unified
position as their platform
towards the above world
conferences.
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Lima Declaration of the World Conference of Indigenous Women

We, Indigenous women from the seven sociocultural regions of the
world, met at the World Conference of Indigenous Women - ‘Progress and
challenges regarding the future we want’ in Lima, Peru, from October
28-30, 2013. Our gathering included elders and youth, urban and

rural, knowledge holders and healers, activists and artists. We were
honoured by the participation of our allies and supporters, including
UN agencies, donors, governments and organizations in solidarity. We
shared our stories, struggles, victories, challenges and proposals to
move us forward building upon what we have already achieved.

We based our discussions on the contributions of those women who came
before us, as well as our aspirations for future generations. We
celebrated the strength, beauty and expertise of indigenous women at
this gathering and around the world.

Indigenous Women assert our right to self-determination, which
encompasses the direct, full and effective participation of Indigenous
peoples, including the vital role of Indigenous women, in all matters
related to our human rights, political status, and well-being. We




endorse the principle: “Nothing about us, without us,” and further
declare “Everything about us, with us.”

Indigenous Women affirm our responsibility to protect the Earth, our
Mother. Indigenous women experience the same pain and impacts from

the physical abuse and excessive exploitation of the natural world,

of which we are an integral part. We will defend our lands, waters,
territories and resources, which are the source of our survival,

with our lives. Protection of Mother Earth is an historic, sacred and
continuing responsibility of the world’s indigenous peoples, as the
ancestral guardians of the Earth’s lands, waters, oceans, ice, mountains
and forests. These have sustained our distinet cultures, spirituality,
traditional economies, social structures, institutions, and political
relations from time immemorial. Indigenous women play a primary role in
safeguarding and sustaining Mother Earth and her cycles.

Today, at this time of compounded crises of climate change and impending
irreversible loss of biological diversity, Indigenous Women underscore
the duty of States to protect the territories of Indigenous Peoples,

as critical areas for the social, cultural and ecological recovery and
resilience of humankind and the natural world.

For Indigenous Peoples, our lands and territories comprise not only

the geographical and physical areas of our lands, waters, oceans,

ice, mountains and forests, but also the profound cultural, social and
spiritual relationships, values and responsibilities, that connect us to
our ancestral homelands.

Indigenous Peoples’ sovereign jurisdiction over our lands, territories
and resources is the foundation of our rights to self-determination,
self-governance and free, prior and informed consent. State violations
and failure to uphold these rights are a primary source of conflicts

and overlapping claims by extractive industries, forest concessions,
energy programmes, and other harmful projects arising from a failed and
exploitative model of economic growth and development.

Indigenous women call upon states to recognize and respect our rights

to lands, territories and resources as enshrined in Indigenous customary
law, the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and other
international human rights instruments. This includes our right to
freely pursue our own economic, social, and cultural development.

There is an urgent need to implement the rights enshrined in the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Indigenous women

are active human rights defenders of all individual and collective
human rights of our Peoples. We often bear the burden of social and
environmental harms arising from the consistent denial and violation of
our human rights and the lack of implementation and accountability of
States.




Indigenous women and girls experience multiple forms of discrimination,
lack of access to education and health care, high rates of poverty.,
maternal and child mortality. We are subject to all forms of violence,
such as domestic violence and sexual abuse, including in the contexts
of trafficking, armed conflict, environmental violence, and extractive
industries.

As Indigenous women, we recognize the importance of sexual and
reproductive health and education for all ages. This includes our
associated rights to culturally appropriate health and education
services in our communities, and the right to exercise, maintain,
and control our own health knowledge and practices. We call for zero
tolerance for all forms of discrimination, and all forms of violence
against Indigenous Women and girls, which are among the worst and
most pervasive forms of human rights violations perpetrated against
Indigenous Peoples.

Finally, we affirm that Indigenous women have knowledge, wisdom,

and practical experience, which has sustained human societies over
generations. We, as mothers, life givers, culture bearers, and economic
providers, nurture the linkages acros