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Recommendations adopted under the “Eleventh Session of the United
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues”

Special theme: “The Doctrine of Discovery: its enduring impact on indigenous peoples
and the right to redress for past conquests (articles 28 and 37 of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples)”

5. The ongoing manifestations of such doctrines are evident in indigenous communities,
including in the areas of: health; psychological and social well-being; denial of rights and
titles to land, resources and medicines; conceptual and behavioural forms of violence
against indigenous women; youth suicide; and the hopelessness that many indigenous
peoples experience, in particular indigenous youth.

Report of the international expert group meeting: combating violence against indigenous
women and girls: article 22 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples

19. The Forum expresses its concerns regarding continued violence against women and,
owing to the seriousness of these conditions, reiterates its previous recommendations
regarding: human and sex trafficking; prostitution and trans-border issues; the
disappearance, or murder, of aboriginal women; issues related to identification and birth
certificates; environmental violence; intergenerational trauma; youth suicide; peace and
security; conflict prevention and resolution; cultural practices such as female genital
mutilation or cutting; bride price and promised brides; racism and discrimination; and
data disaggregation.

20. The Forum endorses the report and recommendations of the three-day international
expert group meeting on the theme “Combating violence against indigenous women and
girls: article 22 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”
(E/C.19/2012/6). The Forum requests that the report form part of the official
documentation of the Commission on the Status of Women at its fifty-seventh session, to
be held in 2013.

21. The Forum affirms the recommendation contained in paragraph 57 of the report,
urging States to implement and strengthen national censuses and data collection on
socioeconomic and well-being indicators to include data disaggregation in relation to
violence against indigenous women and girls; reiterates the importance of peace and
security to the lives of indigenous women and children and endorses the recommendation
contained in paragraph 68 of the report, that States should implement Security Council
resolutions 1325 (2000), 1820 (2008),1888 (2009), 1889 (2009) and 1960 (2010);
reaffirms the recommendation contained in paragraph 51 that indigenous communities
should consider creating and supporting initiatives to monitor and assess the situation of
violence against indigenous women and girls and present regular reports to the Permanent



Forum on violence against indigenous women and girls; and endorses the
recommendation contained in paragraph 55, that United Nations agencies, bodies and
other entities support the development of protocol templates for police practices
involving missing persons cases of indigenous women and girls, and that indigenous
peoples and States work in partnership to implement these protocol templates to increase
their effectiveness and to be consistent with international human rights laws, norms and
standards.

22. The Forum welcomes the participation and perspective of indigenous women
and girls with disabilities, recognizes the distinct vulnerability and marginalization
that such indigenous individuals encounter as members of an indigenous group, and
encourages United Nations agencies, and Governments and organizations, to include
their views.

23. The Forum recommends that the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality
and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) and the bureau of the fifty-seventh
session of the Commission on the Status of Women include indigenous women as
experts on violence against women in the interactive panels and guarantee the
participation of indigenous women in the process of preparation for and during the
fifty-seventh session of the Commission.

24. The Forum welcomes the adoption by the Commission on the Status of Women at its
fifty-sixth session of the resolution entitled “Indigenous women: key actors in poverty
and hunger eradication” (see E/2012/27-E/CN.6/2012/16, resolution 56/4) and calls for
its implementation.

25. The Forum notes with appreciation the continuing research on violence against
indigenous girls, adolescents and young women conducted by many Governments
and agencies, including UNICEF, UN-Women, the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), the International Labour Organization (ILO), WHO and the office of the
Special Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children, and
the efforts of those agencies to address gaps in knowledge on the issue, increase
resources and capacity and identify better ways to work collaboratively with
indigenous women.

26. The Forum urges indigenous organizations to make more effective use of
existing international human rights monitoring instruments, such as the Committee
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, and to bring communications
to their attention regarding claims of violence of different forms against indigenous
women, to ensure States take steps to end the persistent and unaddressed violence,
including murders and disappearances of indigenous women.

27. The Forum recommends that all States install gender-sensitive action plans and
independent self-reporting mechanisms that give particular attention to indigenous
peoples, with the aim of protecting victims, prosecuting perpetrators and preventing
human trafficking and related serious exploitation in all its forms, in accordance
with the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime; the



Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women
and Children and the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and
Air, both supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime; and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Human Rights

34. Mindful of the systemic discrimination and racism experienced by indigenous
peoples in the law enforcement, judicial and correctional institutions of States across the
globe, the Permanent Forum urges States that have ratified the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the International Convention on the Elimination of all
Forms of Racial Discrimination to comprehensively review the civil rights of indigenous
peoples, in particular those of indigenous women and children who are victims of sexual
violence, in order to ensure that they have fair, non-discriminatory access to justice.

37. The Permanent Forum urges States to promote and protect the rights of indigenous
women and men working as journalists, communicators and as human rights defenders in
accordance with international human rights law, in particular in accordance with article
16 of the Declaration, which calls for the full freedom of expression of indigenous
peoples.

Recommendations to the bodies and organizations of the United Nations system
and Member States

87. The Permanent Forum recommends that United Nations organizations, funds and
programmes, in particular the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), prepare
a special report for the Conference on the realization of the rights of indigenous peoples,
the objectives of the Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People, the
Millennium Development Goals and the United Nations development agenda beyond
2015. It also recommends that the report contain disaggregated statistics in relation to
indigenous women, youth and children and address associated thematic issues such as
economic sustainability and youth employment.

Future work of the Permanent Forum, including issues of the Economic and
Social Council and emerging issues

104. The Permanent Forum appoints Ms. Cunningham and Mr. Kanyinke Sena to
undertake a study on the political participation of indigenous women at the international,
national and local levels, to be submitted to the Forum at its twelfth session.

121. The Permanent Forum takes note of the UNDP Global Programme for Electoral
Cycle Support initiative, with its focus on indigenous women and youth in Latin
America, and appreciates the contributions provided by donors to ensure the success of
the initiative. The Forum recommends that Member States, UN-Women and UNICEF
provide financial support for this important initiative for indigenous women and youth.



