
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

15 January 2014 

 

H.E. Ambassador John Ashe 

President of the General Assembly 

United Nations Headquarters 

New York 

 

Via email fullerf@un.org and fax +1 212-963-3301 

 

Appointment of co-facilitators for the high level plenary session of the General Assembly to be 

known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 

 

Your Excellency, 

 

We, the undersigned Indigenous Peoples request the appointment of an indigenous co-facilitator for 

the remaining phase of the process towards the high level plenary meeting of the General Assembly, 

to be known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, to be held in September 2014.  Given 

this high level plenary meeting focuses specifically on the realization of the rights of Indigenous 

Peoples, our desire as Indigenous Peoples is to fully and effectively participate in this process, as well 

as see the UN implementing the right of Indigenous Peoples to participate in decision making that 

effects us, as set out in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. We therefore have a 

clear and reasonable expectation that an indigenous co-facilitator be appointed alongside a State 

nominated co-facilitator. 

 

Since the beginning of this process, Indigenous Peoples have sought to proactively and positively 

participate, in good faith, in the preparatory processes of this upcoming high level plenary meeting.  

We see the appointment of an indigenous co-facilitator as a crucially important component that 

would further strengthen the cooperation of Indigenous Peoples in this process as well as provide an 

example of good faith on the part of the UN to engage on an equal basis with Indigenous Peoples. 

 

Throughout our respective, regional, caucus and global preparations we have discussed and 

endorsed our support for Mr John Henriksen to fill this role.  Mr John Henriksen is Sami and 

currently serves as the international representative of the Sami Parliament of Norway.  He has 

significant experience at the international level as well as good working relationships with numerous 

Indigenous Peoples as well as State delegations.  He successfully worked alongside Ambassador de 

Alba of Mexico, when they both served as co-facilitators in this process during the 66th session of the 

General Assembly.  We unequivocally continue to support him to fill this role. 
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We look forward to your favourable response. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ms Florina Lopez and Mr Rodion Sulyandziga 

Co-chairs of the indigenous global coordinating group (GCG) 

 

Further signatories: 

 

1. Ms A Carmen, International Indian Treaty Council, USA 

2. Mr K Deer, Indigenous World Association, Canada 

3. Mr V Markov, International Consultative Committee of Finno-Ugric Peoples, Finland, Russia, 

Estonia and Hungary 

4. Mr T C Hill, citizen of Six Nations, Canada   

5. Grand Chief E John, Ms C Casimer and Mr R Phillips, First Nations Summit, British Columbia, 

Canada 

6. Ms M Sanchez, Consejo Nacional De Mujeres Indígenas del Ecuador CONMIE, Ecuador 

7. Mr H Dahl, Inuit Circumpolar Council, Greenland 

8. Ms A Chuburova, Nuori Karjala (Young Karelia), Russian Federation  

9. Mr M Gooda, The Office of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice 

Commissioner, Australia  

10. Ms D Delaney-Thiele and Mr M Wyatt, The Indigenous People’s Organisation (IPO) Network of 

Australia, Australia 

11. Ms D Delaney-Thiele, The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Women’s Alliance, 

Australia 

12. Mr J Pan, TARA-Ping Pu, Taiwan/China 

13. Ms C Jintoni, Sabah Native Customs & Mediation Resource Centre (PUSAKA), Malaysia 

14. Mr R Devasish Roy, Bangladesh 

15. Ms C Belone, National Indian Youth Council, USA 

16. Mr N Vronskiy, Center for Support of Indigenous Peoples of the North, Russian Federation  

17. Mr U Vsailieva, Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North of Kamchatka, Russian 

Federation 

18. Mr V Kastarakova, AROO «Union of Altay’s Kumandintsy», Russian Federation 

19. Mr P Sulyandziga, NU International Fund of Development of Indigenous Peoples of the North, 

Siberia and Far East “BATANI”, Russian Federation 

20. Mr V Shadrin, Council of Elders Ukagirs People, Russian Federation 

21. Mr N Pechenina, Public Organization of Novokuznetsk “Shoriya”, Russian Federation  

22. Mr N Seluk, Association of Indigenous Peoples of Primorsky area, Russian Federation 
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23. Mr Aleksandr U, Family Community of Indigenous Peoples of the North Khabarovsk area 

“Sorodichi”, Russian Federation 

24. Ms Elena U, Informational Legal Center of Indigenous Peoples of the North Khabarovsk area 

“Mede-Center”, Russian Federation 

25. Mr A Naykanchina, Legal Informational Center “Nerilik”, Buryatiya, Russian Federation 

26. Mr A Danilov, Fund of Saami’s Heritage and Development, Russian Federation 

27. Mr V Sovkina, Saami Parliament of the Kola Peninsula, Russian Federation  

28. Mr A Velitsky, Tribal Community of Indigenous Peoples of the North “Yaruch”, Russian 

Federation 

29. Mr V Selivanova, Indigenous organization ROI “Uzdach”, Russian Federation 

30. Mr E Atlasova, North-Eastern Federal University in Yakutsk, Russian Federation 

31. Mr I Passar, Khabarovsk city branch of the NGO “Association of Indigenous Peoples of the 

North Khabarovsk Krai, Russian Federation 

32. Mr L Prokofeva, Indigenous organization ТSО КМN “Hаtо-Оhtо” PR PK, Russian Federation 

33. Mr P Shulbaeva, Legal Information Centre of Indigenous Peoples of the Tomsk region 

“Kogolika”, Russian Federation 

34. Mr N Veysalova, Irkutsk Regional Public Organization “Union of Indigenous Peoples of the 

Irkutsk region”, Russian Federation 

35. Mr Limanzo, Union of Communities of Indigenous Peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far 

East, Russian Federation 

36. Mr M Paul, Nga Kaiawhina a Wai 262, Aotearoa/New Zealand 

37. Ms J Carling, Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP), Thailand 

38. Ms E Dictaan-Bang-oa , Asia Indigenous Women’s Network (AIWN), Philippines 

39. Ms M Macalanda, Asia Pacific Indigenous Youth Network (APIYN), Philippines 

40. Mr G Shimray, Indigenous Knowledge and Peoples (IKAP), Thailand 

41. Mr S Drong, Bangladesh Indigenous Peoples Forum, Bangladesh  

42. Mr L David, Bawmzo Indigenous Peoples Organization (BIPO), Bangladesh 

43. Ms E Horo, Adivasi Women’s Network (AWN), India 

44. Ms M Kujur, Adivasi Mahila Mahasang Chhattisgarh (AMMS), India 

45. Mr J Yumnam, Centre for Research and Advocacy, Manipur, India 

46. Mr P Teron, Karbi Human Rights Watch, India 

47. Mr DD Gracious Dympep, Meghalaya Peoples Human Rights Council, India 

48. Mr N Krome, Naga Peoples Movement for Human Rights (NPMHR), India 

49. Ms R Sombolinggi, Aliansi Masyarakat Adat Nusantara/AMAN (Indigenous Peoples' Alliance of 

the Archipelago), Indonesia 

50. Ms P Manivongsai, Community Association for Mobilising Knowledge in Development 

(CAMKID), Lao PDR 

51. Ms J Lasimbang and Mr T Jalong Apoi, Jaringan Orang Asal SeMalaysia (JOAS)/ Indigenous 

Peoples Network of Malaysia, Malaysia 

52. Ms Anne Lasimbang, Partners of Community Organisations in Sabah (PACOS Trust), Malaysia 

53. Mr S Za Uk Ling, Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO), Myanmar 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

54. Mr D Sherpa (Dhokpya), Nepal Federation of Indigenous Nationalities (NEFIN), Nepal 

55. Mr W Bolinget, Cordillera Peoples Alliance (CPA), Philippines 

56. Ms A Malayao, Kalipunan ng Katutubong Mamamayan sa Pilipinas (KAMP/National Alliance of 

Indigenous Peoples in the Philippines) , Philippines 

57. Mr G Reyes, Koalisyon ng mga Katutubo at Samahan ng Pilipinas (KASAPI Inc)/ National 

Coalition of Indigenous Peoples in the Philippines, Philippines 

58. Mr S Saenmi, Inter Mountain Peoples Education and Culture (IMPECT), Thailand 

59. Mr S Saenmi, Network of Indigenous Peoples in Thailand (NIPT), Thailand 

60. Ms L thi Truong, Centre for Sustainable Development in Mountainous Areas (CSDM), Vietnam 

61. Ms J Carino, Forest Peoples Program, United Kingdom 

62. Ms F Abdoulaye, Réseau Tasglat, Burkina Faso 

63. Mr S Sindizera, African Indigenous Network (AIPN), Burundi 

64. Ms F Abdalah, Assocation Tinhinane, Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso 

65. Mr P Sochea, Cambodia Indigenous Youth Association 

66. Mr HM Chakma, Kapaeeng Foundation, Bangladesh 

 




